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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFO  LETTER 

To  k 

Radio  Farm  Directors  W* 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 

AugUBt  3,  1951 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 

Earlier  this  week  we  sent  all  RFD's  a  release  on  correction  of 
farm  electrification  figures  (1864-51) .    Using  that  as  a  lead  for  more 
details  we  talked  with  REA  folks  and  uncovered  additional  material  that 
serves  to  give  us  an  idea  of  how  this  "business  of  rural  electrification 
stacks  up  according  to  the  latest  figures. 

Although  more  farmers  are  using  more  electricity  on  farms  these 
days,  we  still  have  a  ways  to  go  "before  the  job  of  farm  electrification 
is  done.    Statistics  show  that  during  the  past  fiscal  year  (July  1  '50- 
June  30  '51)  use  of  electricity  on  the  million  miles  of  REA-financed 
lines  has  increased  25$.    Three  times  as  much  power  is  now  "being  distrib- 
uted by  REA  financed  co-ops  as  in  19^7  and  during  the  past  year  over  £ 
million  (288,000)  new  farm  consumers  were  added  to  the  list.    Many  of 
these  in  sparsely  populated  areas, 

In  spite  of  these  impressive  figures  of  expansion  there  are' 
still  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  million  farms  without  electricity. 
One  of  the  big  problems  in  expanding  electrical  service  to  them  is  where 
farmer  cooperatives  can  get  enough  reasonably  priced  power  to  meet  the 
need. 


By  the  way,  exact  State  by  State  figures  on  loans  and  miles  of 
line  built  will  be  in  your  hands  in  a  few  days. 

Report  on  State  Mobilization  Activities 

The  third  monthly  summary  of  State  Agricultural  Mobilization 
Committees,  out  this  week,  outlines  the  manpower  problem  as  still  the 
most  general  one.    Many  States  report  a  slight  easing  of  serious  materi- 
als shortages.    Baling  wire  and  twine,  nitrogen  and  sulphur  fertilizers 
and  insecticides  still  head  the  "hardest-to-get"  list. 

Goals  for  fall-sown  grain  and  emphasis  for  higher  yields  per 
acre  were  getting  special  attention  during  the  period  covered  by  the  re- 
port. 
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New  Insecticide -Fungicide  Use 

An  entirely  new  method  for  controlling  seedling  diseases  and 
insect  pests  of  a  wide  variety  of  crops  may  "be  in  the  making.    It  in- 
volves "blowing  fungicide  or  insecticide,  or  "both,  into  the  furrow 
through  a  single  operation  at  time  of  planting, 

Cornell  University  recently  used  this  method  in  experiments 
with  smut  and  maggots  on  onions,    Good  control  was  reported.  Treatment 
\ms  also  effective  against  thrips. 

Other  possible  uses  of  this  method  are  on  "beans,  corn,  cotton, 
or  other  crops  that  are  sown  from  seed  and  "bothered  "by  thrips  stem  rot, 
maggots,  wireworms,  or  similar  pests  in  the  seedling  stages. 

For  instance,  such  protection  of  cotton  seedlings  from  thrips 
and  damping-off  could  possibly  speed-up  maturity  of  the  crop  enough  to 
mean  "bigger  yields  in  regions  where  the  season  is  short, 

Along  the  same  lino,  wider  use  of  the  new1  soil  fumigants  in 
controlling  root  rot  and  seed  decay  in  peas  and  "beans  may  "be  possible 
through  a  "drip  process,"    In  this  process  the  local  area  around  the 
seed  is  sterilized  "by  dropping  the  fumigant  in  the  soil  at  the  time  of 
planting.    However,  the  fumigant  is  dissipated  "before  causing  injury  to 
the  seed  itself. 

Present  Wheat  Picture 

Wheat  supplies  in  prospect  for  '51-52  should  "be  "big  enough  to 
meet  expected  needs  "both  here  at  home  and  abroad  without  affecting  the 
size  pf  the  carryover  to  any  major  extent.    Estimated  supplies  total 
1,505  million  "bushels.    Supplies  of  this  size  have  "been  exceeded  in  only 
three  years . 

Pork  Loin  Ceiling 

On  Monday  OPS  announced  a  new  pork  price  ceiling  which  (it  is 
reported)  may  raise  retail  prices  of  pork  chops  and  roasts  5  to  6  cents 
a  pound.    Retailers  are  allowed  to  pass  on  to  consumers  the  higher  prices 
granted  slaughterers.    Fifty-two  cents  a  pound  is  the  new  maximum  ceiling 
on  pork  loins  delivered  in  Chicago. 

Colorado  To  Work  on  Cancer 

The  Colorado  Experiment  Station  has  Just  "been  given  a  $V,000 
grant  from  the  American  Cancer  Society  to  support  work  on  the  relation- 
ship of  pituitary  hormones  to  vital  functions  in  the  animal  "body,  RFD's 
in  that  area  may  want  to  check  on  it  as  feature  material. 
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Mobilization  C ha inaen  Meet 


State  Mobilization  Committee  Chairmen  will  he  meeting  here  in 
Washington  next  week*    One  of  the  sessions  will  he  devoted  to  Family 
Farm  Review  and  they'll  probably  be  taking  good  interview  and  news  ma- 
terial home  with  them  to  pass  on  to  county  committees. 

Progress  reports  from  various  States  report  "voice  of  the  peo- 
ple" meetings  being  held  to  get  ideas  for  program  improvement.    For  ex- 
ample, a  big  meeting  is  planned  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  soon, 

RFD's  and  farm  papers  can  do,  and  are  doing,  a  lot  to  encourage 
folks  interested  in  agriculture  to  voice  their  opinions  on  what  can  be 
done  to  serve  it  better.    Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  Farm  Family  Review 
leaflet  carrying  more  details, 

RFD  Cffors  Services 

Maury  White,  Ext,  RFD,  Wisconsin,  has  taken  over  the  extra- 
curricular activity  of  handling  radio  and  TV  services  for  the  World 
Conference  on.  Land  Tenure  beginning  at  Madison,  October  7«    In  order 
that  he  can  set  up  adequate  budget  and  facilities  he's  asking  all  RFD's 
interested  in  recordings  to  get  in  touch  with  him  at  once. 

Sounds  like  there  should  be  plenty  of  interview  material  there. 
Agricultural  leaders  from  50  nations,  as  well  as  specialists  from  all 
oyer  the  United  States,  will  be  on  hand  for  the  five  week  conference, 
Maury -s  address  is  Radio  Service,  College  of  Agriculture,  University  of 
Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wisconsin, 

European  Farm  Women  Visitors 

Twelve  young  farm  .women  from  Europe  began  study  this  week  of 
our  ways  of  improving  the  status  of  the  farm  family.    land-grant  col- 
lege's^ In  California,  Connecticut,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Ohio,  Vermont, 
Indiana,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York  are  cooperating  in  the  program. 

The  young  women  will,  be  on  farms  in  these  states  from  July  3° 
to  October  13,-  After  that  they.'ll  study  food  preservation  and  meal  plan- 
ning for  a  month  and  then  return  to  Europe  in  mid-November,    This  may  be 
your  chance  to  pick  up  a  foreign  homemaker  feature. 

As  We  Said  Last  Week 

— ■  '   mum*    m    m  m    i  m 

Recordings  from  the  Regional  Club  Camp  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas, 
will  be  available  for  the  asking  and  your  furnishing  the  tape.  Bob  Crcm 
will  do  the  recording.  Please  send  the  tape  with  dimensions  of  the  in-' " 
terview  to  him  before  August  18, 


/ 


-  if  - 


Foreign  Impressions  of  USA 

A  team  of  9  Austrian  agricultural  officials  have  headed  baok 
home  after  a  k  week  ECA  study  with  some  pretty  definite  ideas  as  to  what 
they  want  to  transplant  in  Austria  from  U.  S,  agriculture. 

Biggest  hglp  to  Austrian  farmers  in  meeting  stepped  up  produc- 
tion goals  would  be  service  like  U,  S„  farmers  get  from  their  county 
agent.    They  were  much  impressed  hy  the  way  Federal  and  State  research, 
Extension  and  teaching  dealt  with  practical  problems  of  farmers. 

Surprising  to  them  were  the  labor  saving  devices  for  farm  women 
and  the  attention  given  to  character  in  "both  youth  and  adult  groups  in 
contrast  to  the  "dollar  consciousness"  they  had  expected.  FHA-type 
loans  for  farmers,  and  parity  prices  were  two  more  things  that  the  dele- 
gation felt  were  needed  in  Austria, 

One  of  the  things  that  they  suggested. we  might  learn  from 
them  was  more  efficient  use  and  storage  of  manure  for  fertilizer, 
Austrians  use  manure  pits  which  save  about  20  percent  of  the  plant  nutri- 
ents lost  in  ordinary  type  of  farm  storage, 

Mastitis  Researcher  Dies 

This  week  saw  the  passing  of  one  of  the  Nation's  outstanding 
leaders  in  mastitis  and  other  veterinary  research,  Dean  C,  S,  Bryan  of 
Michigan  State  College.    He  was  h-3,  a  native  of  Bedminister,  Perm.,  and 
had  "been  at  Michigan  State  for  20  years. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows-August  11 

ABC  American  Farmer,,, 12;30-1:00  p.m.  EDT.    Milton  Bliss  and 
Boh  Crom  report  "Top  of  the  Farm  News,"    Milt  Bliss  and  Doctors  B,  T, 
Simms  and  A,  K,  Kuttler  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  discuss  the 
'Battle  Against  Brucellosis." 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour.., 1:00-1:30  p.m.  EDT.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  from  Washington,    Feature  originates  from 
Ninth  Poultry  Congress  in  Paris,  France.    Everett  Mitchell  interviews 
outstanding  members  of  the  Poultry  Industry  while  Paul  Visser  handles 
operations  from  Chicago. 

CBS  Farm  News. ,  ,3:00-3:15  p.m.  EDT*    News  and  features  with 
Claude  Mahoney, 

Just  A  Reminder 

Next  Wednesday,  August  8,  brings  the  cotton  report  with  indi- 
cated yield  per  acre,  indicated  production,  etc,    Friday,  August  10, 
brings  the  next  general  crop  report  and  also  a  farm  labor  report. 
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rehabilitation  Funds  for  Flood  Area 


One  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  emergency  flood  control 
funds  was  allocated  "by  USDA  this  week  to  start  repair  of  small  streams 
and  drainage  systems  necessary  for  the  rehabilitation  of  farm  lands  in 
the  Midwest  flood  area.    Soil  Conservation  Offices  and  Agricultural  Mo- 
bilization Committees  will  "be  RFD's  best  contacts  for  the  local  angle 
on  this  story. 

Enclosed  This  Week 

Had  a  word  on  cover  crops  last  week,    A  more  detailed  story 
comes  enclosed  with  this  week's  letter. 

An  idea  of  the  tremendous  scope  of  research  that's  been  done 
in  50  years  is  included  in  "50  Years  of  Plant  Science"  the  story  of  the 
Plant  Industry  Station  at  Belt svi lie, 

"Hail  Insurance  on  Growing  Crops"  is  a  bulletin  telling  the 
story  of  a  50  million  dollar  annual  investment  by  farmers,    I  think 
many  of  you  will  have  opportunity  to  use  it. 

Many  products  of  U,  S,  agriculture  depend  heavily  on  export 
trade,    "Agriculture's  Stake  in  Foreign  Markets"  gives  us  the  background 
to  that  story  and  emphasizes  a  phase  we  often  belittle. 

Last  but  not  least  -  "The  Family  Farm's  Future"  outlining  the 
family  farm  program. 

Among  Ourselves 


Last  week's  visit  by  Bill  Givens,  KYW,  made  him  the  most  re- 
cent RFD  to  visit  the  Department  and  pick  up  recordings,    John  McDonald, 
WSM,  has  a  visit  to  USDA  scheduled  for  next  Friday  for  the  same  purpose. 

Homer  Quann,  WSVA,  just  announced  a  station- sponsored  "Out- 
standing Farm  Youth  Award, "    Purpose  is  to  promote  interest  in  farm  youth 
organizations,    Eligibles  are  4-Hers,  FFA,  and  Future  Homemaker  Club  mem- 
bers, Ik  and  over,  in  the  WSVA  area.    Winner  gets  a  week  all-expense  paid 
airline  trip  to  Florida, 

Had  an  account  this  week  from  Ray  Wolf.  Ext,  Radio,  Minnesota, 
of  Farm  Safety  Week  activities  carried  on  with  14  stations  in  Minnesota, 
Sounds  like  you  RFD's  in  that  area  really  cooperated  with  Ray  and  did 
justice  to  the  cause. 


Enclosures: 

The  Family  Farm's  Future 
Agri,  Stake  in  Fgn.  Markets 
50  years  of  Plant  Science 
Hail  Insurance 

Winter  Cover  Crop  Fact  Sheets 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


RFO 


TTER 


mm  Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -0.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


August  10,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


At  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  the  crop  reporting  hoard  told 
us  that  the  second-largest  all-crop  volume  is  still  in  prospect  this  year. 

During  the  past  month,  however,  declines  due  to  weather  have 
occurred  in  corn,  wheat,  "barley,  flaxseed,  potatoes,  sweetpotatoes  and 
tohacco.    Prospects  improved  for  hay,  oats,  rice,  sugarbeets,  dry  "beans, 
and  peas.    The  first  estimates  of  the  season  on  cotton,  soybeans,  sorghum 
grain,  and  peanuts  were  all  for  "better  than  average  yields. 

The  floods  made  their  mark  in  the  crop  report.    Corn  prospects 
are  now  pegged  at  3,207,000,000  "bushels. .  .that  !s  88  million  bushels  less 
than  last  month;  most  of  that  loss  is  due  to  flood  damages.    The  all 
wheat  crop  in  prospect  is  now  998  million  "bushels, .  .72  million  less  than 
on  July  1.    Loss  of  over  a  million  acres  in  Kansas  and  Missouri  accounted 
for  about  a  third  of  that  reduction. 

Cotton  Picture  Bright 

Wednesday's  cotton  report  forecast  a  crop  of  over  17ir  million 
bales  (17,266,000),  well  above  the  15  million  bale  goal  and  7^  million 
bales  over  last  year's  small  crop.    Average  lint  yield  looks  like  it'll 
be  around  287  pounds  per  acre. 


Although  Missouri,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  and  New  Mexico  have  in- 
dicated yields  below  average,  other  major  States  report  above  average 
"turn-outs"  with  Georgia  and  Louisiana  expecting  record  yields.  Boll 
weevil  infestation  is  definitely  less  than  last  year  and  materially  below 
the  10-year  average  in  most  States. 

Following  the  release  of  the  cotton  report  Tuesday,  Secretary 
Brannan  announced  that  there'll  be  no  restriction  on  the  amount  of  raw 
cotton  that  can  be  exported,    (As  many  of  you  know  preliminary  report 
allocations  were  limited  to  3|-  million  bales  during  the  early  months  of 
the  marketing  season). 
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Future  Feature 

Looking  ahead,  "beyond  "fair  tine,"  some  of  you  may  find  an  appro- 
priate September  feature  in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program.    Over  8§ 
million  children  participated  in  it  during  the  last  school  year.  That'B 
the  highest  ever;  10  percent  over  '^9-' 50. 

Story  "behind  the  program  is  this.    It's  designed  to  "better  our 
youngsters'  health  and  at  the  same  time  broaden  the  market  for  agricul- 
tural food  products. 

State  and  Federal  payments  help  finance  it  along  with  the  dona- 
tion of  food  consisting  partly  of  commodities  acquired  under  price  support 
and  surplus  removal  programs.     (Although  methods  of  financing  it  vary  "by 
States,  in  no  case  do  Federal  funds  exceed  funds  furnished  by  the  State). 

Two  out  of  three  of  the  l.h  billion  lunches  served  last  year 
were  of  the  type  A  class.    That  is  they  furnished  at  least  one-third  of 
the  daily  nutritional  requirements  of  the  child.    Such  a  lunch  contains 
a  minimum  of  a  half  pint  of  milk;  2  ounces  of  meat,  poultry,  fish,  or 
other  heavy  protein  food;  3/k  cup  of  vegetables  or  fruit  and  a  serving  of 
bread  and  butter  or  margarine.    USDA  nutritionists  have  been  continuously 
helping  economize  by  developing  low-cost  menus  that  live  up  to  these  needs 
and  by  finding  better  storing  methods  for  fresh,  frozen  and  canned  foods. 

For  details  on  your  local  schools'  programs,  see  your  PMA  office. 

Looking  Ahead 

In  view  of  the  large  production  prospects,  prices  received  by 
farmers  probably  won't  change  much  during  the  next  few  months  according 
to  Department  economists.    They  feel  good  pastures  and  prospects  for  fa- 
vorable feed  grain  supplies  promise  continued  livestock  expansion.  Par- 
ticularly, a  somewhat  larger  fall  pig  crop  than  last  year  and  about  5zf  t° 
6  million  more  cattle  by  December  31. 

In  consideration  of  such  increases  the  133  million  ton  feed 
concentrate  supply  hoped  for  (the  same  as  produced  for  the  past  two  years) 
will  probably  experience  strong  demands.    Feed  utilization  in  '51-52  is 
expected  to  be  the  largest  since  the  World  War  II  peak. 

As  for  eggs... a  3  percent  higher  rate  of  lay  more  than  made  up 
for  the  smaller  numbers  of  layers  on  farms  as  of  July  1.    Prices  are 
above  last  year's  at  this  time  and  outlook  is  for  further  seasonal  in- 
creases.   Most  of  the  pullet  eggs  will  probably  hit  the  market  later  than 
usual  this  year  due  to  late  flock-replacement  hatches. 

Prices  for  fresh  market  truck  crops  are  expected  to  be  at  about 
last  summer's  level.  The  potato  crop,  however,  is  expected  to  be  consid- 
erably smaller  than  last  year  and  prices  should  be  somewhat  higher. 


-  3  - 


Recorders  Not  Exclusive  to  RED's 

Looks  like  RFD's  aren't  the  only  ones  that  are  capitalizing  on 
the  use  of  wire  and  tape  recorders.    Department  specialists  have  found 
that  warehouse  managers  can  reduce  "by  a  third  the  lahor  cost  of  loading 
a  truck  "by  using  recorders. 

USDA,  in  cooperation  with  a  wholesale  produce  firm  in  the  mid- 
west, ran  a  Research  and  Marketing  Act  experiment  to  find  methods  of  re- 
ducing the  amount  of  spread  "between  the  price  farmers  get  and  the  price 
consumers  pay. 

As  you  know,  of  the  three  men  usually  employed  to  load  a  produce 
truck  for  deliveries  to  retailers ,  one  calls  out  the  items  to  "be  loaded, 
one  puts  them  on  the  conveyor  or  takes  them  to  the  truck,  and  the  third 
loads  them. 

Specialists  found  that  a  two  man  crew  could  load  the  items  in 
a  shorter  time  when  a  voice  recording  of  the  items  to  he  loaded  was  made 
in  the  "business  offices  as  the  invoices  were  handled.    That  recording 
which  was  played  through  a  loud  speaker  in  the  warehouse  eliminated  the 
need  for  the  third  man  or  "caller"  on  the  crew. 

Figuring  that  out  (on  a  kO  hour  week  at  $1.25  an  hour)  it  would 
mean  a  saving  of  $50  a  week  for- each  full  time  loading  crew  employed. 

If  you  want  details  let  us  know.    We'll  send  the  complete  report. 

Just  Called  to  Our  Attention 

"Pop"  Taylor,  Steubenville ,  Ohio,  didn't  get  all  of  his  enclo- 
sures last  week.    We'll  appreciate  your  calling  it  to  our  attention  if 
the  same  has  happened,  or  does  happen,  to  you. 

Will  Peigelheck,  WATV,  hasn't  "been  ahle  to  locate  the  TV  garden 
film  strips  we  mentioned.    Andy  Adam    says  they  were  sent  out  to  Extension 
Editors  in  28  States  over  a  conth  ago.    If  others  are  having  trouble  find- 
ing the  films,  let  us  hear  from  you.    We'll  try  and  remedy  the  situation. 

See  Your  County  Agent 

Your  County  Extension  Agent  has  the  latest  word  on  what  the  Dis- 
placed Persons  Commission  is  doing  to  get  interested  farmers  to  sponsor 
as  many  of  the  300  German  expellee  farmers  as  possible.    These  expellees 
have  "been  selected  "by  a  group  of  county  agents  and  other  folks  mentioned 
previously  in  this  letter. 

Success  of  the  program  will  largely  he  determined  "by  the  num- 
"ber  of  interested  farmers  that  hear  ahout  it... that's  where  you  can  come 
in. 
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Defense  Bond  Meeting 

You'll  undoubtedly  "be  hearing  more  about  what  vent  on  at  the 
National  Conference  of  State  Agricultural  Savings  Bond  Chairmen  here  in 
Washington  yesterday.    Several  RFD's  represented  you  here.    If  our  re- 
cords are  complete  they  were  Sandy  Saunders,  WKY;  Chris  Mack,  WNAX;  Larry 
Haeg,  WCCO;  Cliff  Gray,  WSPA;  Stu  Wilson,  WKBN;  Mai  Hansen,  WOW;  John 
McDonald,  WSM;  Merrill  Knapp,  Rural  Radio  Network  and  Howard  Keddie,  KCBQ. 

Purpose  of  the  meeting  was  the  discussion  of  plans  for  a  Defense 
Bond  Drive  coming  up  September  3  thru  October  27. 

Speaking  of  School  Lunches 

USDA's  just  announced  purchs.se  of  more  than  125,000  cases  of 
canned  peas  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming  for  use  in 
the  program.    The  Department's  also  bought  over  110,000  cases  of  cherries 
in  Michigan,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania,  for  the  same  purpose.    This  week 
brought  the  announcement  that  offers  by  canners  of  peaches  will  be  enter- 
tained until  August  20.     (Further  details  available  from  the  Department). 

Fertilizer  Stretcher 

Department  specialists  are  encouraging  the  use  of  lime,  phos- 
phate, and  potash  on  fall  sown  cover  crops.    It'll  put  maximum  growth  on 
the  cover  crop  and  transfer  maximum  amounts  of  nitrogen  from  the  air  into 
the  soil. 

Just  Off  The  Press 

Some  of  you  may  be  interested  in  a  copy  of  "A  Survey  of  Soviet 
Russian  Agriculture."    It's  written  around  a  study  of  Russian  agricul- 
tural policies,  soil  and  climatic  conditions,  labor  and  management,  and 
similar  topics  to  supply  the  growing  demand  for  such  information.  (Ob- 
tainable from  U.  S.  Supt.  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.  for  cents). 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows. .  .August  18 

CBS  Farm  News . . .3 :00-3 :15  p.m.  EDT...News  and  features  with 
Claude  Mahoney. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .12:30-1:00  p.m.  EDT..."Top  of  The  Farm 
News"  Milt  Bliss  and  Bob  Crom  reporting  from  Washington,    Feature  on 
strengthening  the  family  farm  with  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  C.  J. 
McCormick  and  Director  M.  L.  Wilson  of  the  Agricultural  Extension  Service. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .1:00-1:30  p.m.  EDT..."USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapon,    Feature  from  Europe  with  Everett  Mitchell  in- 
terviewing members  of  Farm  Youth  Exchange  group.    Paul  Visser  doing  honors 
from  Chicago. 
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Farm  Machinery  Material  Allotnents 


Farm  machinery  production  may  suffer  a  cut  hack  during  the 
fourth  quarter  of  this  year  due  to  tighter  restrictions  on  steel,  copper 
and.  aluminum.    Most  restrictive  are  the  allotments  on  copper  and  aluminum. 
Most  affected  will  he  production  of  tractors,  combines,  forage  harvesters, 
cotton  pickers,  sprayers,  dusters  and  farm  irrigation  equipment.  Any 
resulting  decrease,  however,  is  not  likely  to  be  felt  "by  farmers  before 
next  spring. 


Included  This  Week 


"The  Agricultural  Production  Job"  (enclosed)  may  prove  especial- 
ly helpful  to  TVers  with  its  visual  presentation  of  that  story.  We've 
been  talking  a  lot  about  carryovers,  critical  materials,  fertilizers,  in- 
secticides, and  benefits  of  high  production  to  the  consumer. . .they're  all 
in  this  hook.     (Don't  mean  to  under-emphasize  the  hooks  use  for  AM-FM 
air  material  and  illustrating  PFD's  talks). 

The  "Buffalo  Story"  of  wilt  resistance  is  told  on  the  enclosed 
sheet  to  alfalfa  interests. 


Condensed  facts  on  livestock,  meat,  dairy  products,  farm  income, 
prices,  etc.,  are  yours  for  the  using  in  the  (enclosed)  Agricultural  Out- 
look Digest. 

The  story  of  what  to  do  when  your  home  freezer  fails  is  in- 
cluded, along  with  other  garden  material,  in  Andy  Adam's  latest  issue  of 
Home  Garden  and  Food  Preservation  Notes. 


Among  Ourselves 


RFD  George  Michael,  WWHE,  writes  that  he's  taken  on  the  addi- 
tional duties  of  program  director  and  still  runs  his  country  auction 
every  Saturday  afternoon.    George  also  mentions  planning  another  half  hour 
daily  show  that  he  hopes  to  schedule  soon. 

John  McDonald,  WSM,  is  our  guest  here  in  Washington  today.  We 
visited  Beltsville  this  morning,  and  he's  picking  up  a  couple  more  record- 
ings here  in  the  Department  this  afternoon. 

Sandy  Saunders,  WEY,  dropped  by  for  a  few  minutes  and  promised 
us  future  word  on  a  Land  Judging  Contest  that  sounds  like  it  may  interest 
you. 


Got  a  progress  report  this  week  on  the  European  travels  of 
Everett  Mitchell,  Jerry  Seaman,  and  Jerry  Sotola.    Everett  was  especially 
impressed  by  the  efficiency,  lack  of  waste,  and  cleanliness  of  German 
farms  regardless  of  the  quality  of  the  land. 

Cordially, 


K, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Enclosures -4  Ass't  Director  of  Information 

for  Padio  and  Television 


MFD  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


August  17,  1951 
Letter  No.  501 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director 


Latest  research  and.  equipment  developments  in  grain  drying  and 
storage  will  be  the  sxibject  of  a  regional  meeting  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
Thursday,  August  23,  at  Hotel  Fort  Des  Moines. 

The  get-tog  cither  is  being  sponsored  by  USDA  and  the  midwest 
state  colleges  to  put  out  latest  information  on  drying  and  storage. 
Commercial  interests  will  be  on  hand  to  discuss  latest  improvements  on 
heated  air  driers,  power  driven  fans,  grain  handling  equipment,  prefabri- 
cated structures,  and  manufacturers'  ability  to  supply  this  equipment. 

RFD' s  are  extended  a  special  invitation  to  take  advantage  of 
this  meeting. 

Use  of  Market  News  Gro ws 

Use  of  market  news  by  radio  stations  has  increased  12%  over  a 
year  ago.    Of  the  2,200  stations  in  the  U.  S.  more  than  1,300  report  that 
they're  airing  one  or  more  daily  market-casts  containing  Federal  or  Federal- 
State  market  information.     That's  quite  a  growth  since  1921  when  only  three 
stations  were  carrying  market  reports. 

This  year  saw  the  first  use  of^  farm  market  news  on  a  regular  basis 
by  -uelevisior.  stations.     Five  TV  stations  reported  market  programs:  T^OI-TV, 
WCPO-TV,  7.TV1J-TV,  WTO-TV,  and  IftHIO-TV, 

These  statistics  come  from  the  latest  annual  survey  conducted  by 
PMA  for  the  Department  to  assist  the  Market  News  Services  in  getting 
effective  dissemination  of  market  reports.     Results  of  the  survey  also 
help  in  answering  the  many  inquiries  from  farmers  and  agricultural  organi- 
zations as  to  what  stations  carry  various  reports. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Outbreak 

A  new  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  was  discovered  in  an 
area  east  of  Mexico  City  this  week.     Suspicious  symptoms  found  in  four 
different  herds  have  been  tentatively  diagnosed  as  foot-and-mouth  disease. 
The  whole  area  has  been  quarantined  and  all  herds  in  it  are  being  in- 
spected. 
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What's  New  inith  Corncobs 

Department  engineers  tell  us  corncobs  may  soon  make  a  claim  to 
fame  in  the  construction  field.     In  a  cooperative  research  project  with 
Michigan  State  College,  engineers  are  substituting  corncob  pellets  (about 
3/8  inch  diameter)  for  the  coarse  aggregate  ingredient  of  concrete. 

Although  it  cannot  yet  be  recommended  for  farm  use,  the  corncob 
concrete  is  apparently  satisfactory  for  use  in  solid  concrete  units,  is 
lighter,  and  has  better  insulation  qualities  than  ordinary  concrete.  A 
wall  and  a  floor  slab  of  the  corncob  product  were  exposed  to  weathering 
for  15  months,  including  two  winters,  with  no  apparent  ill  effect.  Cored 
blocks  of  the  material  were  hard  to  make  and  difficult  to  use. 

Engineers  have  found  the  volume  of  cob  pellets  cannot  be  more 
than  three  times  the  volume  of  cement  used  and  still  maintain  a  safe 
building  strength.     They  also  found  it  necessary  to  water-soak  cob 
pellets  for  five  to  six  hours  before  using  them,  otherwise  the  cobs  ab- 
sorb moisture  from  the  mix  and  cause  the  concrete  to  rupture  while  setting. 

In  another  project,  engineers  are  substituting  air  for  sand  in 
concrete.    Air  is  put  into  the  mix  in  bubbles  formed  by  using  a  commer- 
cial detergent.     The  air-gravel  concrete  averages  30  pounds  less  in 
weight  per  cubic  foot  arid  gives  about  twice  the  insulation  of  ordinary 
concrete.    Air-gravel  concrete  absorbs  less  moisture,  has  less  tendency 
to  soak  up  water,  and  is  improved  by  freezing  and  thawing  tests  that 
ordinarily  bring  conventional  concrete  near  point  of  failure. 

Although  this  type  of  concrete  as  well  as  the  corncob  variety 
is  not  yet  recommended  for  use,  more  details  on  the  air  mix  are  available 
for  the  asking. 

Texas  Team  Trys  Twofolding  Total 

A  state  team  composed  of  Texas  A  &  M  College,  Farmers'  Home 
Administration,  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  Texas  Soil 
Conservation  Service,  and  Texas  Education  Agency,  assisted  by  the 
"Progressive  Farmer"  and  the  Texas  Cottonseed  Crushers'  Association  is 
out  to  double  the  acreages  of  cover  crops  planted  in  the  state  this  fall. 

Each  member  of  the  team  has  assumed  the  responsibility  for  one 
phase:     such  as  checking  on  wholesale  seed  supplies;  fertilizer;  plant- 
ing equipment;  publicity;  etc.     You  Lone  Star  RFD' s  may  already  have 
your  spurs  in  this  one,  but  in  case  you  haven't,  there's  undoubtedly  a 
place  for  you  to  help  in  getting  out  varietal  recommendations,  rate  of 
fertilization  material,  and  date-of-planting  info. 

ICC  Grants  Increase 


The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  granted  all  carriers  in 
general  area  north  of  the  Ohio  and  Fotomac  Rivers  and  east  of  Indiana 
and  Illinois  a  9  percent  increase  in  freight  rates.     Railroads  south  of 
this  territory  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  are  allowed  a  6  percent 
increase,  while  carriers  in  all  other  areas  get  a  6  percent  increase!. 
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Addition  By  Suggestion 

Louis  Wilson,  American  Plant  Food  Council,  has  suggested  putting 
an  issue  number  on  the  front  page  of  each  RFD  Letter  to  make  it  easier  for 
those  keeping  a  continuous  file.    Makes  sense  to  us.    Since  there  have  been 
approximately  500  previous  letters,  we'll  call  this  one  No.  501. 

Information  Wanted: 

Leo  Persselin  of  Syracuse  University  is  putting  out  a  call  for 
all  the  information  he  can  get  on  individual  station  production  of  tele- 
vision motion  pictures.    Object  of  his  research  is  the  compiling  of  informa- 
tion for  use  by  local  stations  on  cost,  minimum  equipment  necessary, 
personnel,  technical  know-how  needed,  production  limitations,  etc. 

He'll  appreciate  any  info  you  TVer's  can  give  him  on  that  subject. 
Address:     TV  Center,  Syracuse  University,  Syracuse  10,  New  York. 

ECA  Takes  TV  to  West  Berlin 

CBS  and  KCA  are  cooperating  with  ECA  folks  this  week  and  next  in 
staging  a  spectacular  display  of  television  in  7vest  Berlin.     CBS  is  putting 
on  demonstrations  of  its  new  color  television  while  RCA  is  projecting  black 
and  white  TV  on  two  big  theatrical  screens  and  sending  signals  to  about  100 
sets  publicly  located  throughout  the  city. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  . , .  August  25 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ....  1 : 00-1 : 30  p.m.  EDT.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gap en  from  Washington.     Feature  originates  through  WTMJ, 
Milwaukee,  from  the  88th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  AVMA.    Paul  Visser  interviews 
Dr.  Walter  Krill,  Ohio  State;  Dr.  John  Wells,  West  Palm  Beach,  Florida;  and 
Dr.  M.  R.  Clarkson,  USDA,  on  "Biological  Warfare  In  Agriculture".  Everett 
Mitchell  reports  on  travels  in  Europe. 

:       CBS  Farm  News. .3:00-3:15  p.m.  EDT.    News  and  features  with 
Claude  Mahoney. 

ABC  American  Farmer  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EDT.    Milt  Bliss  and  Ken 

Gapen  with  "Top  Of  The  Farm  News"  from  Washington,  plus  feature  from  4th 
Regional  4-K  Club  Camp  in  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas.     Bob  Crom  interviews  lead- 
ers and  delegates. 

Extension  Radio  Increasing 

Figures  show  county  extension  agents  are  continuing  to  step-up 
their  use  of  radio.    Average  was  62  broadcasts  per  county  in  the  2,298 
counties  reporting  the  use  of  radio  last  year.    Many  of  these  programs  were 
in  cooperation  with  RFD' s. 
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Cottonseed  Products  Purchase  Program 

Just  out  today  are  terms  and  conditions  under  -which  USDA  will 
offer  to  buy  cottonseed  oil,  cake  or  meal,  and  linters  under  the  1951- 
cottonseod  price  support  program  announced  June  1.    As  a  support  to  grow- 
ers prices,  crushers  participating  in  the  program  must  pay  not  less  than 
$65.50  a  ton  for  basis  grade  (100)  cottonseed  f.o.b.  gin  point.    RFD' s 
in  cotton  areas  are  being  sent  copies  of  release  2032-51  with  complete 
details  and  price  quotations. 

Soybean  and  Egg  Speculation  Limite d 

The  Commodity  Exchange  Commission  (consisting  of  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  Secretary  of  Commerce,  and  the  Attorney  General)  has 
established  limits  on  speculation  in  soybean  and  egg  futures  effective 
October  1,  1951. 

Maximum  net  long  or  net  short  position  which  -any  person  may  hold 
or  control  is.  1  million  bushels  in  all  soybean  futures  combined  on  any  one 
market.    A  million  bushels  is  also  the  most  any  person  may  buy  or  sell  on 
any  contract  market  during  one  business  day. 

As  for  eggs,  150  car  lots  is  the  maximum  net  long  or  short  specu- 
lative position  in  combined  egg  futures  on  one  market.     Breakdown  figures 
further  limit  it  to  100  carlots  in  the  October  future;  75  in  November;  50 
in  December  and  50  in  January,     These  are  also  the  limits  on  one  day's 
dealings  for  one  person. 

Pest  Population 

Here's  what  we  have  on  the  general  pest  picture.    European  corn 
borer  second  generation  moths  are  in  flight  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
Corn  Belt  with  a  few  in  the  central  portion.  '  Pupation  in  first  generation 
has  started  in  the  northern  part.  ' 

Corn  earworm  infestations  in  sweet  corn  are  reported  heavier 
than  usual  in  spots.    Massachusetts,  South  Carolina  and  central  Missouri 
report  heavy  concentrations. 

Boll  weevil  infestations  are  averaging  lower  than  a  year  ago 
over  most  of  the  Cotton  Belt,  but  40  to  80  percent  of  the  squares 
punctured  in  thousands  of  cotton  fields. 

Grasshoppers  are  serious  in  southeastern  Colorado  and  western 

Kansas . 
Wool  Outlook 

Demand  for  raw  wool  for  civilian  goods  is  likely  to  strengthen 
with  larger  consumer  incomes  in  prospect.    Tv'orld  prices  are  expected  to 
average  somewhat  higher  than  present  prices.    However,  specialists  add, 
that  government  programs  and  policies  could  bo  important  factors  in  the 
outlook. 
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National  FFA  Convention 

Twenty- fourth  Annual  National  Convention  of  the  Future  Farmers 
of  America  is  slated  for  October  8-11  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.    Over  6 
thousand  leaders  and  members  are  expected. 

Recordings  For  The  Asking 

Elton  Tait,  Extension  Radio,  Pennsylvania,  says  he'll  do  his 
best  to  fill  your  requests  for  recordings  from  the  convention  of  the 
American  Society  of  Agronomy  and  the  Soil  Science  Society  of  America, 
August  27-31,  at  Penn  State.    Around  1500  foreign  and  U.  S.  crops  and 
soils  specialists  will  be  on  hand  for  the  event.    Your  requests  for  re-  - 
cordings  must  be  accompanied  by  tape  and  should  be  sent  to  Elton  B.  Tait, 
4  Ag.  Bldg.,  State  College,  Pa. 

Plug  For  RFD' s 

A  note  of  special  interest  in  Andy  Adam's  most  recent  "Home 
Garden  and  Food  Preservation  Sheet"  (enclosed)  is  the  story  of  the  good 
work  RFD' s  are  doing  in  the  garden  and  food  preservation  line. 

Among  Ourselves 

Sue  Bailey  Reid,  WPJB,  informs  us  that  due  to  an  arthritic  con- 
dition and  doctors  orders,  she's  off  her  feet  entirely  and  has  had  to 
discontinue  her  work  at  the  studios.     She  is  still  doing  programs  from 
her  home  three  days  a  week,  thanks  to  a  recorder. 

Larry  Sarbaugh,  Ext.  RFD,  Ohio,  offers  the  latest  addition  to 
the  RFD  list;  Richard  Kaiser,  WOHJ,  East  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

Frank  Wing,,  RFD  for  Wisconsin  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  invites  all 
Wisconsin  RFD's  to  a  special  radio  reception  on  Press  and  Radio  Day, 
August  24,  at  the  Wisconsin  State  Fair.    He  stresses  that  all  radio  folks 
are  welcome  and  he'll  have  many  of  the  VIP's  on  hand  as  interview  mater- 
ial for  the  asking.     Sounds  like  a  first  class  service  to  RFD's. 

Howard  Keddie,  KCBQ,  reports  that  in  spite  of  the  warm  dry 
weather  in  southern  California  crops  are  not  suffering.    However,  some 
truck  crops  have  been  curtailed  because  of  lack  of  water. 

Tom  Johnston,  Director  of  Publicity  in  Indiana,  stopped  in  the 
office  this  week  on  his  way  to  Rome,  Italy,  for  temporary  duty  with  ECA. 

Cordially, 

/  |  %/J 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosure : 

Home  Garden  and  Food 
Preservation  Sheet  No.  8 


RFO  LETT£< 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


August  24,  1951 
Letter  No.  502 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


In  light  of  numerous  requests  from  farm  broadcasters  for  in- 
formation about  foreign  agriculture,  here's  a  brief  first  hand  report 
on  agricultural  conditions  in  eight  European  countries  recently  visited 
■by  Secretary  Erannan. 

The  Secretary  spent  much  of  his  time  out  in  the  fields  and 
pastures  and  talking  to  the  farm  people.  He  found  then;  friendly  and 
eager  to  learn,  their  homes  clean  and  well  kept,  and  the  whole  family 
working  hard.  He  found  the  basic  agricultural  problems  to  be:  land 
consolidation,  modern  farm  buildings,  more  fertilizer,  better  seeds, 
more  mechanization,  and  more  farm  credit. 

United  Kingdom  net  agricultural  production  about  50  percent 
higher  than  before  the  war.     England  has  increased  cultivated  crops  such 
as  potatoes.    Also  hog  production.     But  England  is  still  a  food  deficient 
.country. 

France.     Secretary  Erannan  believes  France  has  .greatest 
possibility  for  increasing  agricultural  production  of  any  country  in 
Europe.     France  is  making  progress  in  mechanization  and  in  use  of 
fertilizer . 

Holland.     Indications  that  Holland  is  tops  in  the-  amount -of 
fertilizer  used,  and  in  methods  of  applying  it.     In  fact,  all  Europe 
gets  high  yields  per  acrt  --  larger  than  ours  in  many  cases.. 

In  Belgium,  as  in  Holland,'  he  saw  a  country  small  and  compar- 
atively rich  compared  with  other  European  countries.  Almost  every  foot 
of  land  is  put  to  use. 

Luxembourg.    A  tiny  country  but  modern  and  up  to  date  in  its 
agriculture.    It  has  electricity  on  its  farms,  as  do  most  of  the 
European  countries.     Farmers  have  milking  machines  and  other  modern 
equipment . 

Western  Germany.    Making  progress  in  packaging  and  distributing 
dairy  products  and  working  hard  to  improve  the  diets  of  her  people.  For 
example,  with  ECA  help  they  have  just  built  the  first  freezer  lockers  in 
Europe.    Western  Germany  is  making  good  progress  in  land  consolidation 
but  much  remains  to  be  done. 


The  Secretary  points  out  that  most  European  farmers  have  many 
small  parcels  of  land  in  scattered  locations.     They  lose  much  time  going 
between  their  fields.     Most  of  the  plots  are  too  small  to  accommodate 
power-driven  machinery.    With  the  aid  of  ECA,  many  countries  are  help- 
ing farmers  to  consolidate  their  scattered  tracts  into  more  workable 
units . 

Yugoslavia.     Great  possibilities  for  increasing  food  produc- 
tion.   The  people  are  very  grateful  for  the  food  which  we  sent  to 
overcome  the  losses  occasioned  by  last  year's  great  drought.  The 
Secretary  says  that  food  has  not  only  served  a  humanitarian  purpose, 
but  also  has  assisted  Yugoslavia  to  maintain  its  independence  in  the 
face  of  constant  pressure  from  behind  the  iron  curtain,  which  bounds 
Yugoslavia  on  three  sides. 

Austria  (and  Holland)  appear  to  have  especially  good  Extension 
Services.     4-H  groups,  established  with  the  help  of  Marshall  Plan  aid, 
are  carrying  on  projects  about  like  those  of  American  boys  -and  girls. 
Austria  is  doing  a  lot  of  work  on  land  consolidation.     Right  against 
the  iron  curtain  the  people  are  showing  good  economic  and  social  progress 

were 

Everywhere  the  Secretary  went  bu:  per  crops/about  to  be  har- 
vested.    Farmers  are  getting  back  on  their  feet.     "Overall,  combining 
economic  progress  with  the  attitude  of  the  many  people  visited,  I  came 
away  from  Europe  with  the  feeling  that  they  want  to  resist  Communism 
stoutly  and  that  they  are  getting  in  a  good  position  to  do  so." 

Secretary  Brannan  said  he  was  "surprised  to  see  how  much  of 
the  debris  of  war  had  been  cleared  away  and  how  many  new  buildings  were 
going  up.    Agriculture  there  has  recovered  remarkably  and  is  turning 
out  more  than  the  prewar  volume  ---  although,  per  capita,  there  is  not 
as  much  food  as  prewar  because  of  the  steadily  increasing  population, 
due  in  part  to  the  influx  of  people  escaping  from  behind  the  iron  curtain 

We  are  reminded  by  the  Secretary  that  the  war  destroyed  much 
of  Europe's  livestock  industry,  the  backbone  of  agriculture  there; 
Animals  left  were  mostly  scrubby  and  diseased.    Hence  Europe  has  had  to 
place  much  emphasis  on  rebuilding  herds  and  getting  necessary  animal 
feeds . 

"With  more  land  consolidation  and  greater  mechanization, 
particularly  small  farm  tractors,  they  will  be  able  to  increase  their 
agricultural  production  significantly.     But  these  countries  will  always 
be  food  importers. 

"I  am  convinced,  after  seeing  conditions  at  first  hand,  that 
the  money  we  have  invested  in  the  Marshall  Plan  countries  is  doing  a 
job  for  us.     Communism  has  nothing  like  it  to  offer  these  people.  The 
Marshall  Plan  is  bringing  economic  progress,  giving  the  people  faith 
and  hope  in  the  future,  providing  the  foundation  for  the  great  prepar- 
edness job  that  is  being  carried  out  under  'the  very  able  leadership  of 
General  Eisenhower.     In  short,  I'm  optimistic  about  results,  but  I 
know  that  a  lot  of  work  remains  to  be  done." 


Corn  Drying  Season  Ahead 


Regardless  of  whether  it's  immature  or  soft  corn  salvage  or 
the  advantages  of  early  harvest  that  you're  concerned  with,  forced  air 
drying  is  now  a  subject  of  current  interest. 

Department  specialists  emphasize  that  fanners  must  first  de- 
cide whether  heated  or  unheated  forced  air  will  benefit  them  most, 
before  installing  a  drying  unit.     For  instance,  cooperative  studies 
with  the  Iowa  Experiment  Station-  show  that  a  fan  supplying  3  cubic  feet 
of  air  a  minute  per  bushel  will  normally  dry  a  thousand  bushels  of  30 
percent  corn  in  the  crib  to  a  safe  storing  point  in  2  to  6  weeks. 

'On  the 'other  hand,  a  heated  forced  air  system  would  probably 
dry  the  same  corn  in  3  to  4  days  regardless  of  weather.     Rpwever,  this 
involves  a  heating  unit  (usually  an  oil  burner)-,  fire  proof  construction 
of  the  dryer,  and  the  cost  of  fuel  which  may  run  as  high  as  5  to  6  cents 
a  bushel. 

Interest  in  drying  is  apparently  growing  rapidly  ...  maybe  it 
rates  a  mental  note  for  a  future  feature. 

Institute  of  Cooperation 

The  23rd  Annual  Meeting -of  the  American  Institute  of  Coopera- 
tion starts  Sunday,  August  26,  and  lasts  through  Thursday.    Those  of 
you  that  can't  make  it  to  Logan,  Utah,  for  the  meeting  may  find  good 
interview  material  in  some  of  the  returned  delegates. 

That  This  Country  Needs 

No,  it's  not  a  good  five  cent  cigar  but  a  more  efficient 
harvester  as  far  as  the  potato  grower  is  concerned.     Departmental  engi- 
neers tell  us  growers  need  a  machine  that  will  dig  the  potatoes,  lift 
them  from  the  ground,  separate  tnem  from  loose  dirt,  clods,  stones, 
weeds,  and  vines  and  then  place  them  in  some  sort  of  a  handling  container 
with  minimum  bruising  and  skinning.' 

Vine  .elimination  is  one-  of  the  problems  that  must  be  ironed 
out  by  inventors  before  a  satisfactory  harvester  can  be  developed. 
Recent  experimental  work  hus  indicated  that  pulling  the  vines  is  the 
most  effective  and  quick-acting  method  for  speeding  up  maturity.     If  a 
machine  can  be  perfected  to  do  this,  it'll  eliminate  de-vining  problems 
at  harvest  time. 

USDA  research  has  come  part,  of  the  way  on  an  experimental 
separator  and  specialists  are  continuing  their  worK  to  find  this  "more 
efficient"  potato  harvester.     (Maybe  some  of  you  RFD' s  with  gadget 
contests  and  the  like  can  come  up  with  the  answer.) 

Price  Report  ~.ve dn e s day 

Next  Departmental  report  on'  agricultural  prices  will  be  out 
7ve  ones  day,  August  29,  as  of  3:  CO  p.m.  EDT. 
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Oak  Wilt  Spreading 

The  finding  of  oak  wilt  in  a  number  of  new  locations  this 
summer  is  cause  for  increasing  concern  that  the  disease  may  be  much 
more  widely  distributed  than  previously  known.     If  left  unchecked,  it 
may  eventually  spread  over  the  entire  eastern  half  of  the  country. 

Recently  the  disease  was  discovered  in  western  North  Carolina 
and  in  eastern  Tennessee  where  oaks  have  high  commercial  value  as  forest 
trees.     The  wilt  attacks  shade  and  ornamental  oaks  as  well  as  those  in 
forests,.    As  far.  as  the  specialists  know  there's  no  species  or  age  of 
tree  that  is  immune  to  the  killing  disease. 

Owners  that  feel  they  may  have  wilt  in  their  trees  are  advised 
to  send  short  sections  of  branches  to  the  plant  pathologist  at  their 
land-grant  college  or  State  agricultural  experiment  station. 

Network  Farm,  Home  Shows  .  ..  September  1 


ABC  American  Farmer  ....  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EDT .    Milt  Bliss  and 
Bob  Crom  with  "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington  and  a  discussion 
of  the  "Farm  Machinery  Situation"  by  Jack  Stambaugh  and  Raub  Snyder  of 
US  DA.  with  Milt  Bliss. 

CBS  Farm  News  ....  3:00-3:15  p.m.  EDT.    News  and  features  with 
Claude  Mahoney. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ....  1:00-1:30  p.m.  EDT.- 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  from  Vvashington .    A  feature  from  the 
1951  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Agronomy  being  held  at  Penn 
State  College  with  Homer  Martz  of  KDKA  talking  with  H.  C.  Cooper  of 
Clemson  College  and  the  new  Society  president.     Everett  Mitchell  ex- 
pects to  be  back. 

About  Turkeys  and  Cranberries 

Cranberry  prospects  for  this  year  indicate  a  production  of  915 
thousand  barrels.     This  forecast  is  seven , percent  below  last  year  and 
26  percent  above  the  10-year  average.    The  harvest  in  Massachusetts, 
New  Jersey,  Wisconsin,  Washington  and  Oregon  varies  as  to  timt;,  but 
practically  all  berries  are  gathered  in  September  and  October. 

Turkey  prospects  indicate  a  record  orop  of  52,774,000  birds 
this  year.     The  trend  toward  earlier  'marketing  will  continue  with  about 
30  percent  of  the  crop  being  marketed  in  October  or  earlier.     The  Belts- 
ville  li.hite  is  increasing  in  number.    About  16  percent  of  the  turkeys 
raised  this  year  will  be  the  Beltsville  Vihite  as  compared  with  12  percent 
last  year. 

Regional  4-H  Camp  Busy  Place 

Bob  Crom  reports  that  the  regional  4-H  Club  camp  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Ark.,  is  a  busy  place  this  week  with  147  colored  4-H  boys  and  girls.  These 
delegates  and  their  leaders  are  finding  tine  to  make  some  recordings  to 
send  back  to  th^ir  home  stations.    All  in  all,  it's  a  big,  worthwhile 
week  for  these  boys  and  girls. 


Among  Ourselves 


Maynard  Speece  leaves  the  office  in  about  a  week  to  help  con- 
duct 4  two-day  television  schools  for  extension  workers  in  Texas. 
Frances  Arnold  and  R.  P.  "Dick"  Hickerson  are  the  other  members  of  the 
planning  committee  that  has  tentatively  scheduled  the  first  meeting 
for  September  4  and  5.    Locations  are  San  Antonio,  Fort  TTorth,  Houston, 
and  Dallas  plus  a  one- day  session  at  College  Station  with  the  staff 
there,    Plans  are  now  being  made  for  similar  TV  schools  in  two  other 
states  in  October  and  November. 

Phil  Evans  and  Jack  Jackson  have  done  a  yeoman  job  in  getting 
out  information  on  the  flood  damage  and  situation.    As  some  of  you  know, 
their  latest  report  indicates  chat  the  Kansas  City  area  is  "back  in 
business".    That  doesn't  mean,  of  course,  that  everything  is  back  to 
"normal"  because  it'll  take  months  to  repair  and  rebuild.      It  does 
mean  that  markets  are  open  again,  transportation  going  again,  and  many 
people  have  returned  to  work. 

Enclosures 


The  latest  issue  of  the  Statistical  Summary  from  BAE  and  the 
story  of  Defense  Mobilization  are  enclosed  this  week.     The  latter  re- 
lease, from  the  Executive  Office  of  bhe  President,  is  for  your  informa- 
tion. 

Cordially, 

Kenneth  M.  Gap en 
Assrt  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 

Enclosures : 

Story  of  Defense  Mobilization 
Statistical  Summary 


LETTZ 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


August  31,  1951 
Letter  Ho.  503 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director 


On  Tuesday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  representing  farm  broadcasters 
at  a  meeting  of  the  National  Savings  Bonds  Committee  here  in  Washington. 
It,  just  as  the  recent  meeting  attended  by  several  RFD's,  was  a  bit  of  a 
briefing  session  on  the  coming  Defense  Bond  Drive.     Official  starting 
date  is  Monday,  September  3,  and  although  the  terminating  date  has  been 
set  as  October  27,  the  campaign  for  agricultural  bond  buying  will  be  a 
continuous  one  throughout  the  fall  and  winter  when  many  farm  dividends 
are  coming  in. 

Seventy  percent  of  the  counties  in  the  Nation  are  now  organized 
and  have  agricultural  bond  committees.     That's  the  highest  percentage 
ever.    Members  and  chairmen  of  these  committees  range  from  local  farm 
leaders,  farm  businessmen,  bankers,  farm  editors  to  RFD' s  themselves. 
Many  State  beards  have  farm  broadcasters  represented  on  them. 


Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  your  NARFD  committee  explaining  de- 
tails of  the  drive  and  the  part  you  can  play  in  it.    Might  just  call 
attention  to  the  suggested  machinery  replacement  plan  and  the  fact  sheet, 
which  are  also  enclosed.     The  machinery  idea  has  been  hailed  as  a  mutually 
good  one  for  farmers  and  Government  by  many  folks  in  the  field.  A 
suggested  further  contact  is  your  State  Bond  Chairman. 


Latest  on  Drying  and  Storage 


From  the  grain  conditioning  and  storage  conference  held  in 
Des  Moines  last  week  comes  word  that  a  large  part  of  the  corn  crop  in 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  South  Dakota,  and  North  Dakota  is  2  to  3 
weeks  late  .and  could  be  damaged  by  an  early  fall  or  cool  wet  season 
with  soft  corn  resulting. 

Another  conclusion  reached  was  that  a  strong  educational  pro- 
gram is  needed  to  present  grain  drying  and  conditioning  as  an  improved 
farming  method  and  not  just  a  way  of  meeting  an  emergency.    A  summary 
report  of  the  conference  is  slated  to  be  circulated  to  State  Extension 
services. 
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Satisfaction  and  Safety  with  Welders 


The  electric  welder  is  fast  becoming  the  handiest  tool  on 
more  and  more  farms.     However,  REA  specialists  tell  us  it  can  also  be 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  unless  care  is  taken  in  selecting,  install- 
ing, and  using  it. 

Welders  come  in  many  types  and  sizes.     Some  work  find  on  the 
ordinary  rural  power  linej  others  give  unsatisfactory  service,  cause 
lots  of  trouble,  and  may  even  damage  the  high-line  and  other  electrical 
equipment.     For  that  reason  it's  best  for  farmers  to  ask  local  power 
suppliers  if  the  model  of  welder  selected  is  acceptable  for  the  farm 
concerned. 

Since  welders  draw  a  considerable  amount  of  current,  farm 
wiring  must  be  adequate.    Have  someone  who  knows  check  to  see  that  cir- 
cuits are  heavy  enough,  properly  installed,  and  safeguarded.     Have  all 
new  wiring  inspected  immediately  after  installation.     (National  Elec- 
trical Code  has  a  section  relating  specifically  to  welders.) 

As  for  safety  in  operation  of  the  welder,  here  are  six  points 
to  use  in  making  the  farm  welder  the  handiest  tool  rather  than  the 
biggest  hazard. 

1.    Never  use  the  welder  on  wet  or  damp  ground  or  floors  or 
while  wearing  wet  shoes. 


2.     Ground  the  frame  of  the  welder  to  the  system  ground.  This 
is  done  by  using  a  three  wire  cable  to  deliver  the  power  to  the  welder. 
The  third  wire  is  used  to  ground  the  frame. 


glass . 


Always  use  a  welding  shield  with  the  proper  dark  filter 


4.    Wear  protective  leather  clothing  that  covers  arms  and  the 
front  of  the  body.    Wear  high  top  lace  shoos  and  cuff  less  trousers. 


5.    Never  permit  spectators  to  watch  the  welding  operations. 
If  it's  necessary  to  have  a  helper,  provide  him  with  the  same  protection 
that  is  given  the  individual   doing  the  welding. 


6.    Always  wear  leather  gauntlet-type  gloves  to  protect  the 


hands . 


Minimum  '52  Wheat  Price 


On  .Vednesday  Secretary  Brannan  announced  a  national  average 
support  price  for  wheat  produced  in  1952  of  not  less  than  $2.17  a 
bushel.     That's  90  percent  of  July  15  parity .$2.41.     There  is,  of 
course,  a  chance  that  support  prices  vail  be  above  the  $2.17  figure  if 
parity  price  at  the  beginning  of  the  marketing  year  for   '52  wheat  (July 
1,  1952)  is  above  $2.41. 
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Program  for  Rural  Youth 

Tomorrow  (Sept.  1st)  the  National  4-H  Club  Foundation  will 
announce  a  ten  million  dollar  5  point  program  of  service  to  rural  youth. 
Ed  Aiton,  the  Foundation's  Executive  Director,  says.it  consists  of  these 
five  projects: 

(1)     One  part  of  the  program  will  deal  with  research  in  the 
rural  childs  "growing  up"  problems.     (2)     Special  training  for  Extension 
youth  workers  is  being  planned  and  (3)  the  Foundation  will  also  support 
certain  phases  of  a  broad  education  program  in  citizenship  being  devel- 
oped here  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  the  Federal  Extension 
Service . 

(4)  Another  part  of  the  program  already  underway  is  the 
International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  (IFYE),  under  which  about  150  young 
folks  from  farms  in  the  U.  S,  have  lived  and  worked  for  3  to  5  months 
with  farm  families  in  22  foreign  countries.     In  return  farm  youth  from 
those  countries  have  come  to  live  and  work  on  our  farms.    A  new  phase 
of  exchange  is  the  international  rural  pen  pals  program  to  be  developed 
in  the  near  future.    It'll  encourage  exchanging  letters,  literature, 
meeting  programs,  pictures,  etc. 

(5)  A  National  4-H  Club  Center  has  recently  been  acquired  in 
Chevy  Chase,  Maryland.    The  12|r  acre  campus  will  serve  as  center  for  the 
Foundation's  five-point  program  and  will  be  the  national  home  for  4-H 
clubs.    At  present  it's  being  used  by  the  Army. 

RFD' s  wanting  more  detail  about  the  program' can  write  to 
Everett  Bierman,  National  4-H  Club  Foundation,  c /o  Extension  Service, 
USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  -  -  -  September  8' 

CBS  Farm  News  ....3:00-5:15  p.m.  EDT.    News  and  features  with 
Claude  Mahoney. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ....Includes  "USDA  Headlines" 
with  Ken  Gapen  and  feature  from  Chicago  with  Everett  Mitchell  reporting 
highlites  and  observations  of  his  travels  through  17  countries  of  Europe 
and  the  Middle  East. 

ABC  American  Farmer  ....12:30-1:00  p.m.  EDT.     Ken  Gapen  and 
Bob  Crom  with  "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  US  DA .    Milt  Bliss  gets  the 
story  of  how  "Better  Farming  Strengthens  Family  Farms"  with  Dillard  B. 
Lasseter,  Farmers  Home  Administrator,  USDA;  Virgil  Heid  and  Gilbert 
Wilhite  of  Knox  County,  Indiana;  and  Harry  Neal  and  Cobb  L.  Hanes  of 
Morgan  County,  Georgia. 

For  Your  Attention 

RFD' s  were  sent  a  release  (2149)  yesterday  on  leaf  blight 
resistance  in  corn.     Control  of  the  50  year  old  crop  threat  would  mean 
heavier  corn  and  stronger  stalks. 


Grasslands  Progress  Report 


Encouraging  word  comes  from  a  couple  of  recent  national  grass- 
land committee  meetings.    The  Advisory  committee  of  National  Organizations 
(NARFD  included)  and  the  Joint  Steering  Comittee  from  land  grant  colleges 
and  USBA  met  on  August  24  and  27,  respectively.     From  them  comes  official 
assurance  of  60  national  organizations  with  definite  interest  in  the 
better  grasslands  movement  and  encouraging  State  reports  that  there's 
growing  interest  in  getting  more  production  potential  from  grasslands. 

Field  Day  I  dea 

Marjorie  Arbour,  Louisiana  Extension  Editor,  calls  our  atten- 
tion to  an  idea  that  worked  out  very  well  at  the  Northeast  Louisiana 
Experiment  Station  in  handling  their  field  day. 

Seems  that  Gordon  Loudon,  Ext.  RFD,  engineered  the  recording 
of  a  series  of  13  two  and  one-half  minute  stories  about  the  work  being 
done  at  the  station. .. .one  for  each  of  the  visitor  stops  of  the  field 
day  tour.     Then  recording  equipment,  loudspeakers,  microphone,  and  a 
barrel  of  ice  water  were  mounted  on  the  pick-up  which  led  each  county's 
group  on  the  tour.     Question  sessions  were  held  both  at  the  experimental 
plot  and  at  the  end  of  the  tour. 

Folks  at  the  station  discovered  that  this  system  had  several 
advantages  over  the  old  methods.     It  required  only  two  men  to  conduct 
tours  rather  than  13  or  more,  enabled  the  tour  to  be  conducted  by  county 
groups  and  the  county  agent  to  localize  the  material,  and  made  it  possi- 
ble to  extend  the  open  house  over  a  longer  period  and  eliminate  congestion 

For  Your  Evaluation 

Up  until  about  six  months  ago  a  Greek  grain  farmer  wanting  in- 
formation, for  example,  about  the  control  of  smut  had  to  contact  the 
college  or  experiment  station  doing  work  on  it.    Why? ....  because  before 
that  time  Greece  didn't  have  a  system  for  getting  research  findings 
quickly  to  the  individual  farmer.     (Guess  IT.  S.  farmers  will  have  a  hard 
time  imagining  how  that  would  be.) 

ECA  help  is  now  enabling  the  Greeks  to  set  up  such  a  system. 
In  fact,  ex-RFD  Layne  Eeaty,  WBAP,  is  working  on  it.  Nine  individuals 
that'll  be  charter  members  of  the  information  movement  have  arrived  in 
this  country  to  study  at  various  land  grant  colleges  for  short  periods 
totalling  about  a  year  each.  . 

For  the  benefit  of  RFD' s  that  feel  their  story  is  feature 
material  we  include  the  list  of  colleges  to  be  visited  by  members  of 
the  delegation  in  the  next  couple  of  months.     Cornell  University, 
Michigan  State  College,  Ohio  State  University,  University  of  Illinois, 
and  Louisiana  State  University. 
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Reports  to  Watch  For 

On  Monday,  Sept.  10,  (3  p.m.  EDT)  the  next  cotton  report  comes 
out.    On  the  following  day  (3  p.m.  EDT)  the  crop  report  on  indicated 
yield  and  production  of  corn,  wheat,  and  oats  comes  out. 

Other  Enclosures 


You,  as  well  as  Extension  folks,  are  being  sent  the  garden  and 
food  preservation  fact  leaflet. 

The  story  of  a  continued' uptrend  in  farm  real  estate  is  told 
in  the  current  development  report  enclosed.     Other  notes  of  interest  on 
the  subject  are  that  non-farm  people  are  buying  farms,  "poor"  land  makes 
up  a  larger  share  of  sales  than  last  year,  and  about  one-fourth  of  the 
farms  bought  are  going  to  enlarge  existing  farms. 

Facts  of  improved  soybean  marketing  through  storage  on  the 
farm  may  provide  many  of  you  with  a  good  deal  of  air  copy  promotion, and 
feature  material. 

Of  Special  Interest 


Just  an  attention  reminder  of  a  few  releases  of  special  inter- 
est that  were  sent  you  this  week:  (2145)  statement  by  the  Secretary  on 
co-op  taxation;  (2115)  new  loan  rulings  will  help  FHA  borrowers;  and 
(2139)  producers  eligible  for  loans  on  drying  equipment  for  cover  crop, 
hay,  and  pasture  seeds. 

Among  Ourselves 

A  progress  report  on  Sue  Bailey  Reid,  WPJB,  says  the  new  drug, 
cortisone,  promises  her  improvement  and  doctors  say  possible  complete 
recovery  from  the  attack  of  acute  arthritis. 


Joe  McQuay,  WNk,  joins  the  tri -state  group  of  extension  and 
other  agency  folks  in  a  large  area  around  Yiiheeling  on  Sept.  13  in  cele- 
brating the  15th  anniversary  of  farm  and  home  broadcasting  in  that  area. 
The  tri-state  group  furnished  its  own  RFD  and  had  continuous  farm  and 
home  service  for  some  11  or  12  years.    At  the  end  of  that  time  WWA 
further  increased  its  cooperation  by  employing  an  RFD  to  work  with  the 


Everett  Mitchell,  EEC,  returned  from  Europe  yesterday  and  will 
report  trip  observations  on  next  Saturday's  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 


folks. 


Cordial  ly, 


Enclosures : 
Defense  Bond  Report 
Farm  Real  Estate  Market 
Improving  Soybean  Marketing 
Gardening  and  Home  Food 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Preservation  Facts 
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